IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 to 12 as follows. Note that all claims currently 
pending in this application, including those presently being amended, have been 
reproduced below. 




1 — (Gurrc iitly Amended) An ima ge js&ordin g and reproducingdgyiG e — * 



composing: 



medium; 



a reproducing unit adapted to reproduce 




lata from a recording 



an embedding unit adapted to ethbed specific information into the image 
data using a digital watermarking techni^ue^and 

a selecting unit adapted to select whether the specific information is 
embedded into the image &%b/or not in accordance with user's instruction. 

record p r ocessing means for r e cording image data on a first recording area 
of a r ecording medium and r ecording specific information on a second recording a r ea of 
said reco r ding medium; 

r e production processing means for rep r oducing said first and second 
r ecording ^reas; and 

m e ans fo r converting said r ep r oduced specific information to electric 
information, which is difficult to recognise, so that said electric information is selectively 
combined with sai(TiittagCLd <rt<L. 
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2, CC uCTentlv Amended) A -devic e F h»virr ar rnrHip g to claim h 

wherein the embedding unit is adapted to embed the specific information itrfothe image 
data without decompressing the image data. 

multiplexing means fo r multiplexing said conc e rted elect r ic information, 
which is difficult to re cogniz e , and said rep r oduc e dim^ge data, to output; and 

s e lecting means fo r sel e cting said multiplex e d data obtain e d from said 
multiplexing means or said reproduced image data to output. 



3. (Currently Amended) A device Device according to claim 1 , 
f wherein the reproducing unit is adapted to reproduce the specific information from the 
recording medium recording tlie^image data 

g e nerating paeans fo r gene r ating said sp e cific information . 



(Currently Amended) A device Device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the reproducing unit adapted to reproduce the specific information from another 
recording medi^im said fi r st r ecording area is provided on a first r ecording medium and 
said second recording area is provided on a s e cond recording medium . 



5. (Currently Amended) An image recording and reproducing method 
composing the steps of: 

r e cording reproducing image data from on a first re co r ding ar e a of a 
recording medium and recording specific information on a second recording area of said 
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emheddin ^spprifir. in formation into the, i magr. data "gino a Hiatal 
watermarking technique; and 

selecting whether the conv e rting said r ep r oduced specie information is 
embedded into the to e l e ctric information, which is difficult to i^cognize, so that said 
e lectric information is s e lectively combined with said ima^e data or not in accordance with 
user's instruction . 

6. (Currently Amended) A method M e thod according to claim 5, 
wherein the embedding step is a step of embedding the specific information into the image 
iV data without decompressing the imago^data. 

^ multiplexing said ccfhvcrtcd electric information, which is difficult to 

recognize, and said reproducedimag e data, to output; and 

selecting said/multiplexed data or said r e p r oduced image data to out p ut. 



(Currently Amended) A method D e vice according to claim 5, 
wherein the reproducing step is a step of reproducing the specific information from the 
recording medium recording the image data, furthe r comprising a st e p of: 
/ gene r ating said specific information. 



8. (Currently Amended) A method D e vice according to claim 5, 
whereiA the reproducing step is a step of reproducing the specific information from another 
said fi r st recording ar e a is provided on a fi r st re co r ding medium, and said second r eco r ding 




£r (Currently Am e nd e d) A otoragc memory medium storing a prsgEam^ 

for executing an image reproducing method, the image reproducing method re adable with 
compute r, comprising the steps processing of: 

recording image data on a fi r st re cording a r ea of a rc6ording medium and 
r e cording specific information on a s e cond r ecording a r ea of^aid re cording medium ; 

reproducing image data from a said firs^mid s e cond recording medium 

areas; and 

embedding specific information into the image data using a digital 
watermarking technique: and 

selecting whether the Converting said reproduced specific information is 
embedded into the to el e ctric information, which is difficult to recognize, so that said 
e l e ct r ic information is selectively combin e d with said image dat a or not in accordance with 
user's instruction. 



1 0. (^Currently Amended) A storage Memo r y medium according to 
claim 9, wherein the embedding step is a step of embedding the specific information into 



the image data without decompressing the image data, furth e r comprising the p roc e ssing 
ofi 

multipl e xing said converted electric information, which is difficult to 
r ecognize, and said re p r oduc e d image data, to out p ut; and 
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TT (Cuiientlv Am e nded) A sluiauc M ciuui V medimi rasxofdffl&lQ^ 

claim 9, wherein the reproducing step is a step of reproduehtgThe specific information 



^ from the recording medium that recorded^tfie image data, a program for ex e cuting the 
processing of gene r ating s^kTspecific information is sto re d herein. 



0 



12. (Currently Amended) A storage Memory medium according to 
claim ^wherein the reproducing step is a step of reproducing the specific information 
fr om 7 another saidiirst recording, area is provided on a fi r st r eco r ding medium, and said 




secprfa recording area is p r ovid e d on a second recordmj 
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